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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 6-9 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kimble (U.S. Patent No. 4,381,690). With regard to Claim 1, Kimble 
discloses (in Fig. 2) a tip structure for a support leg for a stand (Fig. 2), comprising: a 
main body (16); an elongated spike member (26) disposed in a first aperture (24) of the 
main body; wherein the spike member is resiliently biased to translate in the aperture of 
the main body. 

With regard to Claim 6, Kimble discloses (in Fig. 2) a retraction spring (33) 
biasing the spike member toward a retracted position. 

With regard to Claim 7, Kimble discloses (in Fig. 2) an end cap (28) fitted around 
a bottom portion of the main body, the end cap having an opening (inside 28) through 
which the spike member is adapted to pass. 

With regard to Claim 8, Kimble discloses (in Fig. 2) at least one mounting hole 
(upper part of 16) disposed on a side of the main body for mounting the main body to at 
least one leg of a stand. 
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With regard to Claim 9, Kimble discloses (in Fig. 2) at least one pivot limiting 
member (Fig. 2) for limiting a range of pivotal motion between the main body and the at 
least one leg. 

With regard to Claim 12, Kimble discloses (in Fig. 2) the latching aperture having 
two portions defining first and second diameters (Fig. 9), the spike member adapted to 
freely pass through the first diameter and the spike member adapted to be locked by the 
second diameter. 

With regard to Claim 13, Kimble discloses (in Fig. 2) the spike member 
comprising an annular groove (Fig. 9) engaging the second diameter in the projecting 
position. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-5, 10-11 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kimble (U.S. Patent No. 4.381,690) in view of Sammons (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,316,706). Kimble discloses substantially the claimed invention except for an 
internal locking assembly, a button member slidingly disposed in a second aperture of 
the main body, the button member selectively disengaging the internal locking 
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assembly, the internal locking assembly comprises a resiliently biased locking plate 
having a latching portion that engages a detent fomried in the spike member, the intemal 
locking assembly is contained within the main body, the locking plate is L-shaped and 
a lock disabling assembly for selectively disengaging the Internal locking assembly. 

Sammons teaches (in Fig. 7b) a similar structure having an internal locking 
assembly (Fig. 7b), a button member (721) slidingly disposed in a second aperture of a 
main body (71 1), the button member selectively disengaging the internal locking 
assembly, the internal locking assembly comprises a resiliently biased locking plate 
(725, 727) having a latching portion (727) that engages a detent formed in a member 
(703), the internal locking assembly is contained within the main body, the locking plate 
Is L-shaped and a lock disabling assembly (721) for selectively disengaging the internal 
locking assembly. 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the structure of Kimble by including a button 
member slidingly disposed in a second aperture of the main body, the button member 
selectively disengaging the internal locking assembly, the internal locking assembly 
comprises a resiliently biased locking plate having a latching portion that engages a 
detent formed in the spike member, the internal locking assembly is contained within the 
main body, the locking plate is L-shaped and a lock disabling assembly for selectively 
disengaging the internal locking assembly as taught in Sammons in order to provide a 
quick release coupling for connecting the various components of the structure 
(Sammons, Column 1, Lines 57-61). 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mosser et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,075,190), Kurosaki (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,251,528) and Ishimatsu (U.S. Patent No. 6,399,86'5) disclose tips structures for 
stands similar to Applicant's claimed invention. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edwin A. Le6n whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2008. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on 571-272-2800, extension 33. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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AU 2833 
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January 6, 2007 



